
Become an Education Volunteer with Five Rivers Fostering 

 

Five Rivers Fostering is an independent Fostering Agency established since 2002. Our role is 

to provide vulnerable children with a high standard of care within a family setting.  Children 

and young people in care can sometimes struggle with education and school. At Five Rivers 

Fostering, we are committed to ensuring that children and young people in care are given every 

opportunity to realise their full potential with regard to education. 

 

Education is a crucial aspect in the lives of all children and should be viewed as a positive 

period coinciding with significant developmental periods which influence the formative years. 

Education and school is a time and place to enhance the intellectual, social, emotional, and 

behavioural development of children and young people.  For children and young people living 

in foster care, education is often disrupted rendering specific areas of development 

compromised and in need of support. Children and young people in foster care often have 

additional needs and require greater support throughout their development. Understanding and 

supporting the needs of these children and young people can be life changing. Self-belief and 

self-worth are critical factors for successful development, positive school participation and life 

outcomes. Through support and understanding, these children and young people can greatly 

improve their expectations and potential.    

 

In light of this, we have an Education Initiative Programme within the organisation. The 

support that education volunteers provide is child-centred and informed by the needs of the 

child. The Education Volunteer work takes place typically once a week for 45 minutes to an 

hour, depending on the age of the child or young person. Each volunteer will be required to 

work with a child or young person for a block of ten weeks. All education volunteers are Garda 

Vetted, given Child Protection Training, and must provide names of two referees. Five Rivers 

Fostering will compensate you for travel costs incurred as a result of this work. Education 

volunteers are welcome to attend any of the regular training workshops which we facilitate 

throughout the year.  

 

Education volunteers can have a significant impact on the outcomes of children and young 

people in our care. Supports provided by education volunteers can greatly shape the learning 

of a child or young person through subject specific support and general educational support. 

 

 



We are currently seeking Education Volunteers in the Limerick area in addition to the 

following: 

 Dromcollogher Co-Limerick 

 Patrickswell Co-Limerick 

 Carrignavar Co-Cork 

 Cashel Co-Tipperary  

 

 

If you are interested in becoming an Education Volunteer within Five Rivers Fostering, or 

require any additional information, please fill out the application form attached.  


